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February 5: 1962 was a blunder of "Himalayan" proportions. The PM stood down the IAF and the Indian
Navy at the peak of the 1962 conflict. Many people would be surprised to know that the IAF had clear
numerical and technical superiority over the PLA (over Tibet airspace). Our Canberra’s and Vampires
would fly with impunity and take aerial recon without being challenged. Moreover, the Indian Navy had
clear advantage in terms of blocking passage of Oil and other shipping lines thru Malacaa Straits (and
that too was denied by the PM and Defense Minister at that time)

The Indian Army was sent in to fight in the most ill prepared manner. The frontline forces were put on
forward posts without basic winter gear itself and nor were they provided with the required arms and
ammunition essential for high altitude warfare. On top of it, there was tremendous upheaval in the
senior ranks with abrupt changes made with the Army Chief. In short, it was a political debacle and not a
failure of the forces.
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However, just 5 years later, India defeated China in 1967. A battle that not too many people are aware of
nor do we speak about it much. The last battle fought between India and China was in 1967 which India
won was the Battle of Cho La and Nathu La. That was a massive blow to China and they shied away from
actively allying with Pakistan and the US during the 71 war. Post that we have had many skirmishes but
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never a battle again.
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